
 

 
 

It’s Back to School, GrandPartners!  Our first day of class found smiling faces on everyone from Kindergartners to Seniors!   
Many schools are re-opening this fall, the first time since 2019. Not us; we’ve been open. We stayed open. Our faculty and 
staff are back with the same commitment to in-person learning that has carried us through the pandemic and which will see 
us through whatever challenges lay ahead. Here’s an update from last Spring: 

MOVING UP: From Lower School to Upper School   On 
May 20th our 5th graders welcomed their families and friends to what is sure to 
become a permanent part of MacLaren life, a celebration of their last day as 
Lower School students. The students marched around the track as family and 
friends cheered them on, waving homemade signs and applauding. The 
students walked up to the plaza where the four Graduate Award seniors 
addressed them. The seniors spoke of the fear they had experienced coming 
into 6th grade.  One senior assured them, “Yes, your teachers will be strict. But 
you will learn what I learned: they love you and they want you to succeed.”  

Another senior acknowledged the challenge of memorizing and then reciting a 
poem at Morning Assembly or Fine Arts Night. She recalled her own poem and 
then shared this secret, each student, grades 7-12, knows just what you are 
going through. They stood where you stand, reciting the same poems. “Each 
one of them will be silently saying the lines along with you rooting for you, 
urging you on.” We hope to see you at this celebration next May. 

GRADUATION: Congratulations Seniors   Graduation on May 
28th was all about community, too — the community the seniors had found 

and the community they have created — as well as the 
community they must find when they leave MacLaren. Head 
of Upper School, Benjamin LaBadie, encouraged the 
graduates to seek happiness - as Aristotle described it, “an 
activity of the soul in accord with reason and virtue.” He told 
the graduates that they will become virtuous “by building 
good habits through repeated, deliberate and cognizant 
choices…If you want to be courageous, choose courageous 
actions.” He asked them, “And how do you learn to choose 
the right things so you can become virtuous...how do you 
learn what is right to love and how to love them properly? 
It’s the people you decide to surround yourself with.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Community is at heart of Thomas MacLaren School. 

It is, as one of our beloved coaches says, the source of “MacLaren 
magic.” We know the important part you play in your child’s life. 
We welcome GrandPartners as part of the MacLaren community 

and appreciate your support of the school and our mission. 

2ND EDITION | AUTUMN 2021 
MACLARENSCHOOL.ORG | (719) 313-4488 

COMMUNITY 



  

Mr. LaBadie brought them back to community. He told the graduates to find friends who “make you more fully human,” friends 
who “treat people with dignity,” friends “who 
actually care about you and want your good 
and know what the real good is.” He urged 

them to “cling” to such friends, to “root 
themselves” in communities where those 
friends live and work. The fifty-eight 
MacLaren graduates leave a community of 
learning, of respect, of vigorous debate, of wonder, of beauty. They will miss it. But 
they have the tools to find and build life-giving communities wherever they go in their 
next chapter of learning. 

FEAR THE DEER: Boys Soccer to State! In just our third season as 
members of the Colorado High School Activities Association (CHSAA), #5 ranked 
MacLaren Boys’ Soccer team went to the state 2A finals at Weidner Field in 
Colorado Springs. The game was tied 1-1 until, with only 7:45 remaining, #2 ranked 
Crested Butte scored the winning goal. Highlander coach, David Blankinship, took 
home his own honors when the Colorado Springs Gazette named him Soccer Coach 
of the Year. In an interview, Blankinship said, “The way you build a winning program 
so quickly is not soccer magic, it’s Thomas MacLaren magic. I think it makes a 
statement that excellence in the classroom, excellence at school, focus and 

leadership on a team really translates to the 
field no matter how new you are…. This is 
about a community that supports and loves 
each other in every facet of what we do, 
whether it’s in orchestra or on the soccer 
field.” 

Fall sports have started with the first soccer 
game on September 7.  We hope to see you 
in the stands cheering on the Highlanders in 
soccer, volleyball and cross country this fall! 

Popsicles on the 
Playground! 

Wednesday, September 15 
1pm – 3pm  

All GrandPartners are invited to 
share a popsicle with your special 

Lower School student 
(Kindergartener -5th grader). 

Come see our campus. Meet their 
friends, and our faculty & staff. 
Watch your email for specific 

times for each grade. We can’t 
wait to meet you!  

Save the Date! 
MacLaren Society – “Dante & the 

Origin of the Modern World”  
Friday, Sept 17, 7pm location tbd 

 
Community Stargazing 

Saturday, October 2, starts @ 5pm  
MacLaren School grounds 

 
MacLaren String Quartet 
Friday, October 22, 7pm 
The Venue at Almagre 

 
More information coming soon! 
Questions? Contact Joy Oram at 

JOram@maclarenschool.org 

 

Check out the new Highlander 
murals for our sports field! Many 
thanks to GrandPartners Jim and 

Judy Kewley whose generosity made 
this campus beautification possible!  

Please contact Joy Oram if you would 
like to make a donation to MacLaren! 
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